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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Mackay City



GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION
The official Opening Session of the 40th ASSCT Conference will commence 
at 9am at the Mackay Entertainment & Convention Centre (MECC), Alfred 
Street, Mackay, Queensland on Wednesday 18th April 2018.  All General, 
Manufacturing and Agricultural sessions will follow at the same site, 
concluding in the afternoon, Friday 20th April 2018. 

The welcome function will be held the evening before the official opening, 
commencing at 5pm (Tuesday 17th April) at the MECC, Mackay.

General enquiries can be directed to:
The ASSCT General Secretary
Phone: (07) 4954 3956  Fax: (07) 4829 4115
E-mail: admin@assct.com.au  Website: http://www.assct.com.au

CONFERENCE THEME
Our industry continues to face ongoing challenges and the conference 
theme of “Platforms, Synergies and Innovation” will provide delegates with 
an opportunity to engage on topics that will help us challenge the paradigm 
of our industry and demonstrate a pathway to success 

ASSCT WEBSITE
The Society’s web site, http://www.assct.com.au, contains information 
about online Conference registration, Membership, Conference 
arrangements, Sponsors, Industry Equipment Exhibition and the 
preparation and presentation of papers.

REGISTRATION FEES
The registration for Full/Associate Members & Delegates of Supporting 
Members will be $350 but this increases to $390 for payments after 13th 
March 2018. Life Members registration is $280 increasing to $320 after 
13th March 2018 and the registration for Non-Members will be $400 
increasing to $440 after 13th March 2018.  On-site registration is available 
commencing 7:30am on Sugar Tuesday 17th April 2018 at the MECC. The 
registration fee provides entry to all Conference sessions, the Welcome 
Function and Conference Dinner, morning and afternoon teas and lunches 
on Sugar Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and morning tea and lunch on 
Friday. The fee also covers bus transport for the Conference tours & social 
functions.

For delegates and partners not registering for the Conference, tickets are 
available for the two social functions at individual cost.
• Welcome Cocktail Function (Tues) at the MECC - $60.
• Conference Dinner (Thurs) at, The Big Shed, Mackay Showgrounds -  
 $100.

ASSCT CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
An electronic copy of ASSCT Conference Proceedings is mailed prior to the 
Conference to all ASSCT members who have paid their membership fees 
($100) for 2018. An electronic copy of the Conference Proceedings is 
included in the Conference registration fee.

INDUSTRY EQUIPMENT EXHIBITION
The Industry Equipment Exhibition will be located within the MECC. Lunch, 
morning and afternoon tea will be provided in the Exhibition during breaks 
in Conference sessions. 

SUGAR TUESDAY
The 40th ASSCT conference will be held in Mackay 18-20th April 2017 at 
the MECC - continuing the tradition of providing a valuable industry 
technology forum. In 2018, Sugar Tuesday will again be staged on Tuesday 
17th April with demonstration of new technologies, informal discussions 
around technology application and practical modifications to farm 
machinery. This information day exploits the opportunity provided by the 
gathering of leading technologists from around the country - and promises 
to provide an even better value proposition for those attending the 
conference. The ASSCT conference will remain the pinnacle of the week. It 
is hoped that Sugar Week will continue to develop, providing greater 
opportunity for industry technologists and industry personnel in general to 
interact in areas not directly related to the reporting of research results. 
More information will be available on the ASSCT website at a later date.

CONFERENCE TOURS
For interested delegates, there will be manufacturing and agricultural tours 
on Thursday afternoon April 19th.

Manufacturing tours: More information will be available on the website.

The Agricultural tours offer delegates the opportunity to interact with 
growers, service providers and researchers as they develop innovative 
solutions to some of the challenges in the sugar industry.  There will be two 
tours to choose from: Tour 1 will be visiting Wilmar Agservices at Oonooie, 
an SRA enhanced efficiency nitrogen trial and the use of TC and one eye 
setts in seed cane plots. Tour 2 will be visiting local farms to view buried mill 
mud amelioration site, Sandy Creek monitoring and cane maturity testing 
with the mobile unit.

More information will be available on the ASSCT website at a later date.

GRADUATES
The ASSCT will be supporting graduates and young professional staff at the 
2018 ASSCT Conference in Mackay. To make this initiative a success we 
need to gauge the interest from industry groups. Please reply to Doug 
Sockhill, our District Secretary by return email to exhibitors@assct.com.au 
no later than the end of January.

PARTNERS’ PROGRAM
A separate partners’ program has been arranged for partners who are not 
attending the Conference technical sessions.  The partner’s registration fee 
of $350 covers the cost of the Welcome Cocktail Function, the Conference 
Dinner and all events on the partners’ program.  A more detailed itinerary 
will be available on the ASSCT website. Tuesday 17th April: Early 
registration for Partners’ Program followed by light afternoon tea before 
joining partners for the Welcome Function in the gardens at the MECC.  On 
Wednesday 18th April we travel to beautiful Whitsundays, for a quirky tour 
of Airlie Beach followed by sumptuous lunch with spectacular water views.  
Go “crazy” in Proserpine with retail therapy in the afternoon. Thursday 
19th April activities include a creative cooking class, lunching on our 
creations! Thursday afternoon will be spent pampering ourselves in 
preparation for the Gala Dinner. Friday 20th April sees a visit to the Sarina 
Sugar Shed, sampling local delights followed by a leisurely lunch at the 
iconic Mackay Botanic gardens.

ACCOMMODATION
There is excellent accommodation within walking distance of the conference venue.  Contact details for some of these establishments are listed below. Bookings should be 
made directly by phoning the motel of your choice. Special rates have been negotiated for delegates and you should mention the ASSCT Conference to receive these rates. 
This information can also be found on the ASSCT website. Mackay is a popular destination for travelers, so early accommodation arrangements are recommended.

TRANSPORT
The central location of the Conference venue means that buses will not be circulating for delegates’ daily shuttle to and from the Conference. However, a pick-up and return 
bus service will be available for delegates for the conference Welcome function & Gala Dinner from the accommodation listed above.

A MESSAGE FROM THE MACKAY REGION

The Mackay region is delighted to support the ASSCT Conference, and warmly welcomes all delegates and speakers.

The region offers diverse experiences and an enviable climate, with daily temperatures averaging 25ºC in late April/May! 

It’s the perfect weather to enjoy a dip at the popular Bluewater Lagoon or one of the region’s 31 beaches, some of which are just a stone’s throw from the City Centre. 

Be swept away in the culture of Mackay’s City Centre, which features one of the best collections of art deco buildings in Queensland.  

Relax and watch the sunset over the blue water Pioneer River, or enjoy a stroll along the 21km award-winning Bluewater Trail, which takes in the region’s natural beauty and 
features six original and eye-catching pieces of public art.

There’s also a vibrant seaside marina with alfresco dining, pristine rainforest hinterland and one of the only places in the world that offers a chance to scuba dive with platypus.

The region is fueled by the mining industry in the Bowen Basin, a resurgence in agribusiness, growth in tourism, and an emerging marine sector. 

It is one of the larger sugar-producing regions in Australia and nearly a third of Queensland’s export goods originate from the Mackay region.  We’re also committed to being 
“active” and some of our achievements will be showcased through this conference program.

While you are in Mackay for the conference, we do encourage you to explore the local region. We hope you enjoy your stay.


