
Sugar Tuesday – Agriculture Session 
500 Pavilion, Mackay Showgrounds, Tuesday, April 17, 2018 

CANE farmers with a keen interest in emerging and innovative farming technologies are invited to attend this 
year’s Sugar Tuesday – Agriculture Session, a relatively new and popular part of the annual Australian 
Society of Sugar Cane Technologists (ASSCT) Conference 2018.  

Sugar Tuesday will be held at the 500 Pavilion, Mackay Showgrounds on Tuesday, April 17 while the ASSCT 
Conference will be held at the Mackay Entertainment and Convention Centre (MECC) from April 18-20. 

Sugar Tuesday – Agriculture Session aims to give growers, and other interested industry technicians and 
researchers the latest information on research and emerging applications and technologies that may change 
the way we farm in the future. 

The session will provide attendees with a close look at developing technologies and insight into the potential 
applications in the sugarcane industry.  

And it’s a very full and exciting agenda.  

Amongst the many highlights will be the potential use of drones for variety assessment including 
experimental plot yield and characteristics, in addition to other potential uses.  

Autonomous tractors (driverless) will take a front seat during one of the presentations showing attendees how 
remote farming will soon be very much a part of our agricultural systems.  

James Cook University’s IoT (Internet of Things) explores connectivity and linked farming systems as the 
technological world becomes increasingly interconnected, and what this interconnectivity and mega data 
collection might mean for farmers and farming. 

The Sugar Tuesday – Agriculture Session agenda is capped off with precision agriculture, in both 
presentation and demonstration formats.  

In keeping with the high interest of growers in new farming systems, machinery and equipment, there will be 
displays and demonstrations of machinery including chopper drums and the StoolZippa – which closes the 
soil over applied chemicals.  

The ‘novel Technologies’ session is an introduction to novel uses of technology, such as the use of ‘Apps’ 
that will provide an enlightening look at the way technology is, and can be used, in agriculture.  

These technologies, tools, practices and applications will drive change across the agricultural landscape and 
has the potential to reduce costs / time and increase productivity, blending the accuracy of science and good 
business skills with farmers’ grassroots knowledge.  

Sugar Tuesday will also include a Manufacturing Session aimed at the milling sector.  

Sugar Tuesday session times to be advised.  

Make sure you book your place for Sugar Tuesday – Agriculture Session on April 17. 

For ASSCT Conference Delegates, Sugar Tuesday is included in the conference registration fee. Non-
conference Delegates are welcome to attend Sugar Tuesday events but should email ASSCT at 
admin@assct.com.au for catering purposes. Please state your name, contact details and number of attendees. 


